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To: Reeves, Linda[Reeves.Linda@epa.gov]; Arbaugh, Steve[Arbaugh.Steve@epa.gov]; Arora, 
Pankaj[Arora.Pankaj@epa.gov] 
From: Mueller, Sarah 
Sent: Thur 6/18/2015 3:53:52 PM 
Subject: FW: FW: Haystack Mines in McKinley County, New Mexico 
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From: Degroat, Jerry [mailto:jerry.degroat@bia.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, June 18, 2015 7:56AM 
To: Hunter, Ryan 
Cc: Simone Jones; Lena Yazzie; Lester Tsosie; Mueller, Sarah; Ettaline Perry 
Subject: Re: FW: Haystack Mines in McKinley County, New Mexico 

TheSE 1/4, Section 13, Township 13 North, Range 11 west, is part of Executive Order 2198, 
dated August 26, 1960, which withdrew approximately 241, 808 acres, more or less of public 
lands, the purpose of the Order being "withdrawing lands for Indian use in aid of proposed 
legislation; re-withdrawing part of released lands for Indian use." 

"Pending enactment of such legislation, the Commissioner of Indian Affairs shall administer the 
lands" 

The same tract was withdrawn by Public Land Order 964, for use by the Atomic energy 
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Commission, which was revoked on September 26, 1994. 

the current land status of the tract is Executive Order 2198, administered by the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs. 

On Wed, Jun 17, 2015 at 4:29PM, Hunter, Ryan wrote: 

Hi Jerry, 

Good afternoon! As we discussed, the location of the uranium mine is in SE v. Section 13, Tl3N, 
RllW, which is noted as PLO 2198lands. Please research your records and verify the current land status of this parcel 
under PLO 2198. TAAMS does note it as Navajo Nation lands, however there are no attached conveyance documents 
conveying it to the Navajo Nation. 

Let me know if you have any questions. Thank you! 

Ryan Hunter 
Navajo Region Realty Officer 
Bureau of Indian Affairs-Navajo Regional Office 
P.O. Box 1060, M/C N420 

301 W. Hill Ave., Suite 301 

Gallup, NM 87301 

P. (505) 863-8262 
F. (505) 863-8232 

Warning: This email (including any attachments) may contain Privacy Act Data/Sensitive Data which is 
intended only for use of the individual(s) to whom it is addressed. It may contain information that is privileged, 
confidential, or otherwise protected from disclosure under applicable laws. If you are not the intended recipient, 
you are hereby notified that any distribution or copy of this email is strictly prohibited, and you are required to 
destroy the original email and its attachments without reading or saving in any manner. 

---------- Forwarded message ---------­
From: Jones, Simone 
Date: Wed, May 27, 2015 at 9:00AM 
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Subject: Re: FW: Haystack Mines in McKinley County, New Mexico 
To: "Mueller, Sarah" 
Cc: Sharon Pinto 
Joan" 

On Wed, May 20,2015 at 4:02PM, Marsan, Joan 

Sarah, 

"Mars an, 

wrote: 

Simone Jones handles some realty issues in the BIA-Navajo Region and may be able to 
provide you with information on the status of the parcel you are asking about. 

Joan 

On Mon, May 18,2015 at 4:42PM, Mueller, Sarah wrote: 

ED_ 000571_ 00003696-00003 



EPA-R9-2015-010125 Production VOL004 

From: Reedy, Patricia 
Sent: Thursday, April 30, 2015 1:07PM 
To: Sprague, Wonsook 
Cc: Mueller, Sarah; Joan Marsan; Kane, Kate 
Subject: Re: Haystack Mines in McKinley County, New Mexico 

Wonsook, 

I am copying Joan Marsan on this email because she is handling our CERCLA 
uranium mine matters in Navajo. She is out of the office so I am also copying 
Kate Kane (DOJ) who is heading a team of attorneys on the Navajo uranium mine 
matters. 

Pat 

Patricia J. Reedy 

Acting Regional Solicitor 

Southwest Region 
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505-248-5625 (office) 

505-433-8620 (cell) 

This e-mail (including any attachments) is intended for the use of the individual or entity 
to which it is addressed. It may contain information that is privileged, confidential, or 
otherwise protected by applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient or the 
employee or agent responsible for the delivery of this e-mail to the intended recipient, you 
are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, copying or use of this e-mail or its 
contents is strictly prohibited. If you received this e-mail in error, please notify the sender 
immediately and destroy all copies. 

On Thu, Apr 30,2015 at 11:52 AM, Sprague, Wonsook 
wrote: 

Pat, 

I received this email from an EPA Region 9 attorney (I have been working 
with EPA Region 9 on a CERCLA site in AZ). Sarah is looking for a POC 
who can provide some information on some abandoned uranium mines in 
New Mexico. Do you have someone who can help her? 

Wonsook 

---------- Forwarded message ---------­
From: Mueller, Sarah 
Date: Thu, Apr 30, 2015 at 10:43 AM 
Subject: Haystack Mines in McKinley County, New Mexico 
To: 

Wonsook, 

I am looking for a contact for BIA with a question related to an area in the 
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Eastern Agency and Karen Goldberg gave me your name and contact 
information. If you are not the right person to contact, would you be able to 
tell me who might be? 

Our Superfund program has been looking at a group of abandoned uranium 
mines in the area of the Baca/Prewitt chapter, and McKinley County, New 
Mexico. There is one parcel of land that Navajo Land Department believes 
is part of Navajo Nation, but it seems to be held by either BIA or BLM. It is 
not part of the reservation and is not allotment land. It had been subject to 
various withdrawals at different periods of time, and right now it seems to be 
subject to PLO 2198, which apparently was intended to facilitate land 
consolidation for the Navajo Nation. However, we have not been able to 
determine what the current status of the land is, or which agency to contact 
with regards to access and other issues. The land in question is SE 114 Section 
13, Tl3N, R11 W. 

I am hoping you or someone else at DOl might be able to provide some 
information on the status of this parcel. 

Thanks in advance for any assistance you can offer. Please feel free to give 
me a call if you want to discuss. 

Sarah 

Sarah E. Mueller 

Office of Regional Counsel 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Region IX 

75 Hawthorne St., ORC-3 

San Francisco, CA 94105 

( 415) 972-3953 
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This communication, and its attachment, contains attorney-client 
communication and/or attorney work product Please do NOT release this 
information outside the Department of the Interior without the written consent 
of the Office of the Solicitor. If you have received this message in error, 
please delete the entire message, along with any attachments, and notify me 
by return e-mail or phone (602) 364-7891. 

Wonsook S. Sprague 

Field Solicitor 

US. Department of the Interior 

Office of the Solicitor 

US. Courthouse Suite 404 

401 West Washington Street, SPC 44 

Phoenix, Arizona 85003 

Ph: 602-364-7891 

Fax: 602-364-7885 

email: 
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Joan D. Mars an 

U.S. Department of the Interior 

Office of the Solicitor, Southwest Region 

505 Marquette Ave., NW, Ste. 1800 

Albuquerque, NM 87102 

(505) 248-5618 (telephone) 

(505) 248-5623 (facsimile) 

This e-mail is intended for the use of the individual(s) to whom it is addressed. It may contain information 
that is privileged, confidential, or otherwise protected by applicable law. If you are not the intended 
recipient or the employee or agent responsible for delivery of this e-mail to the intended recipient, you are 
hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, copying, or use of this e-mail or its contents is strictly 
prohibited. If you received this e-mail in error, please notify the sender immediately and destroy all 
copies. 
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